
 
 
 
 
 

22ND STREET CORRIDOR 
Citizen Oversight Committee (COC) Meeting #8 

August 13, 2009  •   6:00 p.m.  •  Meeting Summary Draft 
 

The eighth meeting of the Citizen Oversight Committee (COC) for the 22nd Street 
Corridor project took place from 6-8:00 p.m. at the Santa Rosa Center, 1080 South 
10th Avenue.   
 
COC members in attendance were Fred Sowerby, Barbara Cariño, Brian Flagg, 
Claire Fellows, Kathy Sutherland, Pedro Gonzales, Peggy Hutchison, Ralph Lares, 
Sandra Leal, Ernie Lujan, and Lucy Valdez.  
Absent COC members were Brett Dumont, Jeanne Grant, John Carlson, Roy 
Schoonover, Rick Parlett, and Chris Stebe. 
Project staff in attendance was Janice Cuaron, Jay Van Echo, Justin Smith, Nanette 
Pageau, Priscilla Fernandez, Bob Vint, Freda Johnson, Jeremy Palmer, Ximena 
Zamora, Britton Dornquast, and Abe Marques (Ward V Council Office). 
 
 
 
1. Welcome, introductions, announcements, and confirm quorum 
Chair Sandra Leal called the meeting to order and welcomed everyone to the meeting, 
stating that a quorum was present and invited everyone present to introduce 
themselves.  Freda Johnson announced the public open house scheduled for 
Thursday, August 27, 2009 at the Santa Rosa Center. 
 
2. Review ground rules for meetings, meeting summary and agenda order 
Freda Johnson, moderator, reviewed the ground rules established at the first COC 
meeting by the members.  The meeting summary from the July meeting was 
acknowledged.  Peggy Hutchison raised a question about a proposed amendment to 
the motion and whether Brian Flagg agreed with it, having been the maker of the 
motion. That amended-motion language was to have an environmental and cultural 
impact study conducted by an independent entity during the life of the project. Freda 
Johnson said that according to the record, no second was made to the amendment, 
so there was no action on it.   
 
Peggy Hutchison moved and Pedro Gonzales seconded that the COC approve 
minutes at every meeting.  The motion passed unanimously by a show of hands.  With 
regard to the agenda item order, Ernie Lujan moved and Pedro Gonzales seconded 
that the Environmental Justice agenda item be moved to the top of the agenda after 
the first call to the audience.  By a show of hands, the motion passed with eight in 
favor and three abstaining.  Ralph Lares reported that he had been in touch with 
Bishop Kicanas regarding the project and Ralph Lares said that the Bishop supports 
looking at all issues, studying them and not to delay the project but to do it right. 

DRAFT 1



3. Call to the audience   
Chair Sandra Leal asked people in the audience to indicate by a show of hands if they 
wished to address the COC.  Ten people raised their hands so Sandra Leal said that 
each person would be allotted up to one minute to speak.   

• Adriana Nuñez, Vice President of the Santa Rita Park Neighborhood 
Association, said that she is concerned as a mother of two children, about 
carbon monoxide and asked about a study indicating the number of cars 
traveling on 22nd Street.  

• Pancho Medina spoke about the area at East 26th Street and 5th Avenue and 
traffic there.  He expressed concern about safety and health hazards.  He said 
that the Mission Manor area is known as ‘cancer valley’ due to air pollution.  He 
added that he is worried about noise, safety and environmental issues.   

• Richard Salaz said that the project should be done correctly and no health 
hazards should be created in the project.   

• Vicky Rambo said that on the City’s web site, a bridge is shown going over the 
railroad tracks and she begged the COC to address this.   

• Raul Ramirez said that he supports the environmental justice proposal 
presented by Pedro Gonzales.  He said that major arteries with high volume 
traffic bind this area.  He said that baseline concerns should be identified.   

• Maya Castillo, a young woman with lupus said that she doesn’t want her 
daughter to go through what she has with her illness.  She said that the COC 
should work with kids at the library.   

• Nicole Gonzales, Santa Rosa Neighborhood, said that she is a victim of urban 
renewal and that the City is ramroding the project down our throats.  She also 
said that there are unexplained illnesses in the project area and she wants to 
see that environmental studies are done.  

• Angie Quiroz said that an environmental justice study should be done and 
urged the COC not to approve an alignment until the study is done.    

• A young woman speaking Spanish addressed the COC with concerns about 
children and traffic.  She asked the COC to consider how dangerous it is for 
children to cross streets and asked why the street is being widened.  
[Translation was provided to the COC by Ximena Zamora.]  

• Laura Alameda said that the COC should take more time to consider the 
planning and impacts on the City of South Tucson.   

  
No others addressed the Committee at this time. 
  
4. Environmental Justice Update – COC Members 
Brian Flagg moved that more time be added for the topic.  Pedro Gonzales seconded 
the motion.  Discussion took place about the amount of time to be added, whether the 
meeting would be extended or whether the COC should honor the proposed time 
frame.  The motion passed with five in favor and four against.  At this point Ernie Lujan 
read a letter that had been distributed to the COC by Pedro Gonzales (see Appendix 
for a copy of the letter distributed).   
 
The letter, dated August 13, 2009, was addressed to Jim Glock, Director of 
Transportation, and was unsigned.  Brian Flagg asked that the COC sign the letter.  
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Claire Fellows said that she understands the issue of environmental impacts.  She 
said that the letter asks that an effort be made by the RTA to map the region regarding 
air pollution, illnesses and other matters.  She asked if anyone on the COC has 
approached the RTA about this.  Pedro Gonzales said that the discussion of 
approaching the RTA is being discussed now.  Claire Fellows asked how much the 
study would cost and if the COC is prepared to pay for this.  Ernie Lujan said that 
costs are being paid by our members and our community.  Ernie Lujan said that if 
federal funds were involved, an environmental justice study would be mandated.  Fred 
Sowerby said that there needs to be a conversation with the RTA and that we are 
getting off of our charge.  He said he believes in environmental justice but this isn’t the 
venue.  He asked other COC members to consider if we really want to go down this 
path.  He said we couldn’t stop traffic from coming.  Ernie Lujan said to design this 
project, people need to go out and meet residents and talk about concerns people 
have about the environment, children and the elderly.  Peggy Hutchison recalled that 
on the field trip, the COC talked about the problems of transportation projects going 
through neighborhoods.  She said she wants to add value to neighborhoods and 
asked how this could be done and who will take responsibility.  She said that there 
should be a baseline study and deeper reflection on the proposed plan. 
 
Ralph Lares asked who would sign this letter and he was concerned because he had 
no input into it.  Kathy Sutherland asked if the purpose of this is to prevent the project 
or to mitigate impacts.  Peggy Hutchison said that the COC has been told that the 
project will happen and that she would like to see the environmental impacts of the 
status quo.  She said the COC should move ahead and better the status quo.  Ralph 
Lares said that before the RTA vote, impacts were put out to the voters.  He asked Jay 
Van Echo about this.  Jay Van Echo said that he was not part of that process.  
However, Jay Van Echo continued by saying the project team is looking at all the 
aspects that are of concern.  He said that a majority of the issues identified in the letter 
are being addressed in the study.  He said he has done environmental justice studies 
in the past but he needs a footprint to apply the environmental justice and 
environmental impact efforts for an impact analysis.   
 
Brian Flagg said that there would not be discussion of environmental justice unless the 
committee had asked for it.  He said he is representing people with concerns.  He said 
there is a whole lot of fear of what this road will bring and you cannot ram it down our 
throats.  Claire Fellows asked if Brian Flagg agrees that the road will be built and if he 
wants mitigation.  Brian Flagg said he did not disagree that the project would happen.  
Pedro Gonzales said that other issues are underground leaking tanks.  Claire Fellows 
said that she feels she is under siege since she signed on to help design a roadway.  
Kathy Sutherland said she wants to know what resources there are to understand air 
quality problems.   She said that she would rather focus on what can be done to 
minimize air pollution, not to separate neighborhoods and build the best road that we 
can.  Ralph Lares said that he agrees with Kathy Sutherland.  Ernie Lujan said that we 
are not asking the City and that we need to have experts to do studies about medical 
issues, environmental impacts and social issues. 
 
Brian Flagg said that the letter should be at the top of the agenda next time and that 
the COC should read it and think about it.  Lucy Valdez asked if the request is to do a 
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study of the whole region.  Brian Flagg said that environmental impacts should be 
monitored on all projects and then see how we compare.  Jay Van Echo said that a 
comparative analysis of environmental justice could be taken to the RTA. 
 
Brian Flagg moved that the topic of environmental justice be placed first on the 
agenda of the next COC meeting.  Pedro Gonzales seconded the motion.  Discussion 
took place about whether signatures would be requested from COC members.  Ernie 
Lujan said he thinks the whole COC should vote to approve the letter.   Peggy 
Hutchison said that votes could be recorded.  Jay Van Echo said that a minority report 
could be prepared.  A vote on the motion revealed five in favor and five opposed.  
Chair Sandra Leal, voted in favor of the motion, breaking the tie.  Pedro Gonzales 
thanked her for her vote. 
 
5. Roadway Options Evaluation Exercise – AECOM & Bob Vint 
Chair Sandra Leal asked to resume the meeting and move on to the roadway options 
evaluation.  Jay Van Echo asked that the item be postponed because of a lack of time. 
 
6.  Discuss future agenda items and meeting dates 
By general agreement, the COC accepted the plan to provide the roadway alternatives 
at the open house August 27, 2009.  Jay Van Echo said that he is available to meet 
one-on-one with any COC members to go over progress to date and answers any 
questions people have.  Chair Sandra Leal asked that 10 minutes be added to item #1 
on the COC agenda and also to provide a breakdown of time needed for presentations 
and time allotted for discussion by the COC.  She said she wants to respect the times 
on the agendas.  Discussion took place about time needed to address environmental 
justice at the next COC meeting.  Pedro Gonzales said that a total of 45 minutes 
would be needed.  Ernie Lujan said that more time might be needed for discussion. 
 
7. Call to the audience 

• Dennis Alvarez said that if federal funds were used, environmental justice 
would be addressed.  He said that this is a $100 million project and don’t worry 
about money.  He said that he was born in El Membrillo between the railroad 
tracks and the freeway.  He asked the COC to address social injustices.  He 
said that the letter is an opportunity for a pilot program.  He said to take that 
approach and see how it works. 

• Nicole Gonzales, Santa Rosa neighborhood, said that the COC shows it cares 
about our kids, our people and thanked the Committee.  

• Jody Gibbs said that the New England Journal of Medicine provides conclusive 
evidence about the impacts of air pollution.  Regarding a baseline study, 
measures the tons or pounds of pollution from I-10 and 22nd Street.  He said 
they should look at ground water and biomedical issues and that information on 
these issues is readily available.  He said that the COC needs to look at cancer 
and leukemia rates and get that information.  He said the effort should look at 
the whole RTA region.  He said that the larger issue is that of the City 
disproportionately concentrating pollution.  He said that he believes this area 
will be the worst in the region.  The COC should know the tons of particulate 
matter and what is on the trains going through the area.  He said that there is 
likely benzene along the railroad tracks.  He said that TUSD is 75% minority 
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these days and the other corridors along Grant Road, Broadway Boulevard and 
22nd Street will all eventually be minority.  He said that the RTA is a politically 
driven initiative. 

• Jean Ramirez said that she is a cancer survivor.  She doesn’t like the 
arguments about time at these meetings.  This is such an important situation 
because this project really impacts human beings.  Decisions made here 
impact people in the future.  Talk about it seriously.  Create a model for others.  
Humanity is important. 

• Albert Elias, Sr. said he is proud of the people who brought this issue to the 
table.  There may some dissention but people can come together.  Look for 
total agreement.  He observed that a recent Board of Supervisors meeting, 
people on the northwest side of town were complaining about roadway 
widening.  People want walls to avoid pollution, noise and dust.  An additional 
issue is children crossing roadways. 

• Pancho Medina said that he is very sad.  He is concerned about working 
people.  He said we’re putting money before our health.  He has two 
grandchildren.  Make wise decisions.  He is in favor of an environmental impact 
study.  He said that he will pray that the right thing is done.  He blessed all of 
you on the COC. 

• Angie Quiroz, Santa Rita Neighborhood, said that she doesn’t like the 
emphasis on ’15 minutes’ on agendas.  The COC has to have the time to 
address the concerns of mothers with children crossing the street.  Her 
neighborhood association meets the first Thursday of the month at 5:30 pm at 
the Sam Lena Library.  She asked where is the emotional intelligence. 

• Raul Ramirez referred to the posted boards and handout entitled ‘opportunities 
to enhance/improve’ and said that it’s all about the road except for noise and air 
impacts. 

• COC member Lucy Valdez asked that the letter be brought to all so that 
everyone can be involved and be part of it.  She said that it would have been 
better to discuss it. 

 
Chair Sandra Leal said that the letter could be modified.  Ralph Lares said that a draft 
letter to the table would have been better. No one denies what we need to do to 
preserve our health. 
 
No others addressed the Committee at this time. 
 
8.  Adjournment 
Pedro Gonzales moved and Ralph Lares seconded a motion to adjourn that passed 
unanimously.  The meeting ended at 7:55 pm. 
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Appendix 
 
Letter written by Brian Flagg, Ernie Lujan, Pedro Gonzales, and other members of the 
community, distributed to the COC members, team members and all attendees: 

 




	August 13, 2009  •   6:00 p.m.  •  Meeting Summary Draft
	Appendix

